
David G Attwell 
Funeral Directors  

An Independent Family Business Serving the  
Swansea Area  

Caring and Personal Attention  

Private Rest Rooms  

Chapel of Rest with Organ  

Pre Payment Funeral Plans  

24 Hour Service, Including Weekends and  
               Holidays  

     Telephone: (01792) 650205 or 771390 daytime 
                (01792) 461959  after Hours  

                     95 Eaton Road, Brynhyfryd,  
                        Swansea, SA5 9JH. 

St Barnabas Parish Hall  

The Parish Hall can be hired for meetings, birthday 
parties and other special occasions. 

  For bookings contact: Mrs Mair Cornish   428124 

S t Barnabas N ews 

Serving the Parish of Waunarlwydd since 1888 

October 2007                              price 50 pence 

T he P a r i sh M a g a z i ne o f  
Sa i n t B a r na ba s W a u na r lw y dd 

 



 

Page 2 

        
Parish Clergy

 
Rev Dr Ian Davies 
The New Vicarage 
59A Victoria Road 

Waunarlwydd 
SWANSEA 

SA5 4SY 

 
(01792) 874286 

Honorary Assistant Parish Priest  
The Reverend Canon Douglas Davies 

245A Swansea Road, 
Waunarlwydd,  

Swansea, SA5 4SN  
(01792) 879587 

 

8.30 am Holy Eucharist  
10.00 am Family Communion and 

Junior Church (1st Sunday in month 
Family Service)  

Evening worship: 
1st Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there 

will be a more informal worship/
healing service  

Wednesday @ 10.30am 
Holy Communion followed 
by refreshments  

For details of other services and 
festivals please see parish 

magazine announcements or 
keep an eye on the church no-

tice boards 

Feeling unwell or unable to come to church?  

Please let us know. We d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring 
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate a visit please get in contact: 
there is a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland 
and Antony Bidder contact details inside back cover) 

. 

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc. 

Eucharistic Lay Assistant 
Mrs Phyllis Prevel 
287 Swansea Road, 

Waunarlwydd, 
Swansea. 
(01792) 879701 

Sunday Services Weekday Services 
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Parochial Officers 

  
Parochial Officers 

Vicars Warden 
Mr Gwylfa Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli.     01554 
821202  

Peoples Warden 
Mrs Christine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli.   01554 
821202  

Deputy Warden 
Mr s Lyn Davies  37 Cil-y-Coed Wanuarlwydd          07840757514 
PCC Secretary 
Mrs Andrea Jones, 2 Login Road, Waunarlwydd.                  537673   

PCC Treasurer 
Mr Tony Reynolds,  9 Newgale Close, Penplas.              589193  

Gift Aid Secretary 
Mrs Christine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli.        01554 
821202  

Pastoral Lay Visitors 
Mrs Margaret Holland, 1 Ffordd Alltwen, Gowerton           879463 
Mr Antony Bidder     873283  

Diocesan Children & Families Gift Boxes Secretary 
Mrs Mary Taylor  21 Roseland Road, Waunarlwydd             873083  

Sacristan and Church Flowers 
Mrs Yvonne Williams, 36 Heol Will George, Waunarlwydd. 537698  

Magazine Editor 
Mrs Alison Sandy ,       87, Bryn Road, Waunarlwydd.           537820  

email:     asandy_ict@yahoo.co.uk 
Organist 
Mrs Maureen Cridland 8 Forest Road Pontarddulais   883484    

Parish Organisations   

Junior Church                                      
Mrs Debra Williams   872759 

Brownies 
(1st & 2nd Waunarlwydd)    

Ladies Guild    
Mrs Sue Howells         

  

Mothers Union  
Mrs Margaret Holland  

  

879463 
Sewing Guild 
Mrs Anne Tinkler             879755         
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Pr iest s 
Corner 

I magine a par t y polit ical br oadcast wher e t he 
leader of t he par t y says  I f you vot e f or me, 
you r e vot ing t o lose your homes and f amilies; 
you r e asking f or higher t axes and lower wages; 
you r e deciding in f avour of losing all you love 

best! So come on sign up 

 

who s on my side? Somehow I don t t hink 
t he media would even bot her r epor t ing such a no-hope polit ical 
message 

 

but t hey might be a lit t le puzzled. Why on ear t h would 
anyone want to publicize his policies in such a way? 

But at f ir st glance, isn t t hat what J esus is doing in his ast onishing 
t eaching about discipleship? You want t o be my disciple? Well t his 
is what you ve got t o lear n how t o do:  

hate your family,  

give up all your possessions  

(oh yeah) and pr epar e f or a gr uesome deat h.  

Hardly, as they say, the way to win friends and influence people! 

But hang on a moment . Let s t r y and look at it a dif f er ent way. 
Supposing, inst ead of a polit ician, it s t he leader of a gr eat 
expedit ion, f or ging his way t hr ough a high and danger ous mount ain 
pass t o br ing ur gent medical aid t o villager s cut of f f r om t he r est 
of the world 

 

like the situation in the Kashmir mountains of North 
I ndia a couple of year s ago. I f you want t o come f ur t her , t he 
leader says, you ll have t o leave your heavy backpacks behind. 
Fr om her e on t he pat h is t oo st eep t o car r y any unnecessar y 
baggage. You pr obably won t be able t o f ind t he pat hway again, t he 
sever e weat her s coming in, so it s now or never ; And you d bet t er 
send your last post car ds home; t his is a danger ous r out e and it s 
ver y likely some of us won t make it back.

   
Curate Cornered! 
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Now t hen, we can under st and that. We may not like t he sound of 
it, but we can see why it would make sense. 

I f we ve begun t o under st and anyt hing about t he kingdom of God 
f r om J esus t eaching and act ion, t hen we can see t hat J esus is 
mor e like t he second per son t han t he f ir st . But since Chr ist ianit y 
has of t en, quit e r ight ly, been associat ed wit h f amily values , it s 
got t o come as a shock t o be t old t o hat e your par ent s, wif e and 
childr en, br ot her s and sist er s. And t hen when t he inst r uct ion goes 
even f ur t her 

 

t hat you must hat e your own self

  

and be pr epar ed 
t o suf f er a shamef ul deat h (because t o be t old t o t ake up your 
cr oss wasn t j ust a f igur e of speech in J esus wor ld) t hen we r e 
beginning t o get a sense of what s going on. 

Jesus isn t

 

denying t he impor t ance of close f amily 

 

t hat d be a 
gr eat t alk f or one of our Family Ser vices wouldn t it ?! He s not

 

saying don t live in har mony wit h your kids 

 

wit h your mum and 
dad. But when an urgent task is to be done 

 

as there is now 

 

then 
ever yt hing else 

 

all our pr ior it ies and ambit ions, including our own 
lives, must be put at risk for the kingdom. 

This is especially t r ue of our at t it ude t o possessions. Many of 
J esus f ollower s, t hen as now, have owned houses and lands and 
have not felt compelled to abandon them. But being prepared to do 
so: t o under st and t hat wit h all t hose TV makeover shows, t hat 
t his isn t wher e all our ener gy needs t o be going - is t he sign t hat 
at least we ve under st ood t he ser iousness of t he call t o f ollow 
J esus. Any of us, at any t ime, might be summoned t o give up 
ever yt hing, quit e lit er ally, and r espond t o an emer gency sit uat ion. 
And if we r e not r eady f or t hat , we r e like t he tower-builder

 

or 
the war r ing king

 

t hat J esus uses as illust r at ions of what he s 
saying in Luke 14 (if you want to look it up). 

These t wo pict ur es: t he t ower and t he bat t le car r ied a cr ypt ic 
war ning in J esus day. The most impor t ant building pr oj ect of his 
t ime was of cour se t he Temple in J er usalem. Her od t he Gr eat had 
begun a massive pr ogr amme of r ebuilding and r est or ing it , and his 
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October 13 
10.30-1.30 Diocesan Conference 

 
Brecon 

4.00  Archbishop Rowan Williams - Swansea 
University Lecture   

October 14 (19th Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30  Holy Eucharist  
10.00  Family Communion and Junior Church  
6.30  Christchurch Downend Bristol 

 

Ian 
preaching as Celtic Evening Worship 
October 16 
11.00  Coffee Morning  
7.00  PCC Meeting 
October 17 
10.30  Holy Communion followed by refreshments  

October 21 (20th Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30  Holy Eucharist  
10.00  Family Communion and Junior Church  
October 22 
Ian in Oxford all day 
8.30 Holy Eucharist  
10.00  Family Communion and Junior Church (last 
session before Summer break)  

October 28 (21st Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30  Holy Eucharist  
10.00  Family Communion and Junior Church 
November 1 
7.00 All Saints/Souls Eucharist    



 
WHAT S ON IN OCTOBER  

October 2 
Home Communions: 

10.00 Gladys Priest 
10.30 Maria Rees 
11.30 Ty Waunarlwydd  

October 3 
10.30 Holy Communion - followed by refreshments 
Home Communions:  

11.30 Joan Gammon 
12.00 Lil Jones 

6.30 Waunarlwydd Primary School AGM 
October 4 
Home Communions:  

10.00 Ted & Ceinwen Rees  
10.30 Mabel Evans  
11.00 Ashgrove 

October 5/6 
Ludlow 

 

leading worship at an Alpha weekend:  
Ty Victoria  

October 7 (18th Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30  Harvest Festival - followed by refreshments 
6.00  Evening Worship & Prayer for healing 
October 8 
7.15  Porteynon 

 

Worship Leader Training 
October 9 
10.30 Ty Victoria 

 

Communion 
October 10 
10.30  Holy Communion followed by refreshments  
7.30?  Harvest Supper 

October 12 
7.30  City Praise @ St. Peter s Cockett  
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sons and heir s wer e car r ying on t he wor k. But what was it all f or ? 
And would it ever be complet ed? J esus had alr eady war ned t hat 
God had abandoned his house 

 
and Her od s Temple would shor t ly 

be lef t a smoulder ing r uin 

 
and anyway, all t he wor k would have 

proved useless when the Temple was destroyed in AD70. 

And t hen t her e s a second war ning, and t he t wo ar e connect ed.  I f 
t he people of J esus t ime had f ight ing on t heir minds it was t he 
occupying Romans t hat wer e t heir chief enemy 

 
t hey wer e longing 

t o go t o war wit h Rome. But t hey pr obably only had a vague idea of 
who the Romans actually were, and what sort of forces they had at 
t heir command 

 

and how or ganized and br ut al t hey could be 

 

ot her wise, long bef or e t hey came t o blows, t hey d have t aken t he 
wiser cour se and f ound a way of coming t o some peacef ul 
ar r angement . But J esus war nings ur ging t hem t owar ds peace 
seemed t o be f alling on deaf ear s. The J ewish people wer e int ent 
on hanging on t o t heir ancest r al possessions 

 

and eager f or a war 
t hat would set t hem f r ee and r est or e t heir land t o t hem at last . 
They couldn t see t hat J esus was t elling t hem t her e was a r eal 
emergency. 

Basically, t hey d lost t heir way 

 

lost t heir vision of what t hey 
wer e supposed t o do and t o be 

 

which is why J esus s war ning in 
t he last t wo ver ses of chapt er 14 

 

is t he one t hat r eally st r ikes 
home. 

Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; 
t hey t hr ow it away

 

I sr ael is supposed t o be t he salt of t he ear t h; supposed t o be t he 
people t hr ough whom God s wor ld is kept wholesome and t ast y 

 

but if she loses t his calling t o be salt and light 

 

if she loses her 
f lavour , what is lef t ? This is t he all or not hing challenge t hat 
J esus is br inging t o his cont empor ar ies 

 

and it s ur gent 

 

things 
are in crisis. 
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I f you t hink about it , it isn t dif f icult t o apply t hese har d 
sayings of J esus t o t he ongoing lif e of t he chur ch t oday, is it ? 
(Luke probably had it in mind for us to do that very thing.) 

At ever y st age of it s lif e t he chur ch has f aced t he challenge, 
not only of living up t o J esus demands, but of f ait hf ully placing 
t hese bef or e t he wor ld 

 
and t hese days t he post -modern 

wor ld is mor e or less complet ely unchur ched 

 
not f amiliar 

wit h t he lif e of t his Chr ist ian communit y and all it s done 
t hr ough t he year s. 

 
nor ar e most people awar e of what s 

special about places of worship.  

But t hat shouldn t pit ch us int o a st at e of anxiet y; it s such an 
opportunity t o t r y some mor e cr eat ive ways of get t ing t he 
message acr oss t han j ust r epeat ing what we ve been doing f or 
so long. By t he way, our t r adit ions ar e gr eat if t hey r e st ill 
tasty 

 

if t hey st ill illuminat e t he empt iness of lif e wit hout 
God f or people desper at e t o know why t hey r e on t his planet 
and wher e t hey belong. But if t hey ve lost t heir pur pose 

 

and 
impact 

 

t hen we have t o ask whet her we should st ill be doing 
them. 

We have t o under st and t hat t he wor ld has shif t ed so 
amazingly quickly. And t o use J esus t er ms, wher e ar e t he 
t ower s, and wher e ar e t he war s, t hat our wor ld is hell-bent on 
building and fighting? And for us as a church, how are we going 
live t he kinds of lives t hat dr aw t hose ar ound us once mor e t o 
the kind of costly obedience that Jesus is requiring? It clearly 
starts with us.  

Lots of love from us as a family. Ian, Sue and Joel.    
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